NOTE  ON PAET II.

THIS Part is entitled " One Hundred Years Ago "; but it looks back
over sixty years of the Eighteenth Century, and brings us down to the
thirteenth year of the Nineteenth Century. It is essential to a right
understanding of the origin and early ..years of the Church Missionary
Society that the condition of the Church' of England in the Eighteenth
Century is realized. Chap. IV., therefore,''sketches its leading features,
and notices both the earlier Methodist Revival and the later Evangelical
Movement within the Church; distinguishing, as it is important to do, the
first generation of Evangelicals, among whom Henry Venn of Hudclers-
field was a leading figure, and-the second generation of Evangelicals, of
whom his son John Venn of Clapham was a leader. Then in Chap. V.
we turn aside to view the condition of " Africa and the East" when tho
Society was founded, bringing the narrative of Wilberforce's efforts
down to the year 1800, Chap. VI, concentrates our attention on tho
events, especially in 1786, which led to the Missionary Awakening, and
introduces us to tho Eclectic Society and its discussions. Chaps. VII.
and VIII. tell the story of the actual establishment of the Society and
the going forth of the first missionaries. In Chap. IX. we resume the
review of African and Indian affairs, and rejoice with Wilberforce over
both the Abolition of the Slave Trade and the Opening of India to the
Gospel under the Charter of 1813.